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DO-IT-YOURSELF 


n our last issue we dealt with arts and crafts in relation to the library, and 
li seems a logical step to consider now the do-it-yourselfer and what help 
he may expect from his local library. There are many people with no great 
artistic sense or ability to pursue a handicraft, who might well be able to fix 
a leaky faucet, paper the spare bedroom, or rewire a temperamental light fix- 
ture. They need directions and instructions, and no matter how small a li- 
brary is, it should have one or two books concerning ordinary small house 
repairs. 


We Hazeltons are do-it-yourselfers ever since 1946, when we bought a 
run-down house in Arlington, Virginia. The roof leaked, gutter pipes hung 
at various angles, the previous Mrs., while rummaging in the attic, had in- 
advertently thrust one foot into the bedroom below, the kitchen and bath- 
room were fashioned from an old back porch and all open underneath. It did 
not require too much cold weather to freeze both water and drain pipes. Our 
husband bought insulation to wrap around the pipes and vanished under- 
neath the rear of the house, which proved a torture chamber to do the Inqui- 
sition proud. There was no room to stand and he must needs “scooch,” a pos- 
ture familiar to all New Englanders, in which the legs are doubled up while 
the posterior still clears the ground. Every so often his head connected vio- 
lently with a pipe or stud, wham!, followed by a fervent stream of invective 
such as you would never expect to hear from a minister’s son, and which we 
blame entirely on four years’ association with the U. S. Air Force in time 
of war. 


Hazards there are, but the intrepid do-it-yourselfer is undismayed, and 
after he has steamed off paper, painted woodwork, scraped surplus paint off 
the window glass, papered the room and set a bureau or sideboard or other 
large piece of furniture over the place where the paper doesn’t hang straight, 
and a ladder rung has worn a groove in the sole of his foot while he paints 
the outside of the house, what can equal the smugness with which he shows 
off his handiwork to one and all! 


Let us therefore, as librarians, encourage this benighted soul who thinks 
he’s as smart as any plumber, electrician, paper hanger, or house-painter. 
Maybe through books we can add know-how to his Yankee ingenuity, tech- 
nique to his elbow-grease, and he can learn to paint without thick and thin 
spots, to paper without hiding the mistakes, to repair a light so it doesn’t 
require a swift uppercut to induce it to function. 


L. H. 








WHY DO-IT-YOURSELF? 


by 
ROBERT E. KINGERY 


Mr. Kingery is chief of the Preparation Division of the New York Public Library . 


and compiler of a bibliography entitled HOW-TO-DO-IT BOOKS. 





he Do-It-Yourselfer is the frequent victim of humor, both in jokes and : 
cartoons. While his motivations are various and his satisfactions many, © 


meeting his needs lies clearly within the goals of public library service. Learn- | 


ing to do something new is educational, often recreational and frequently de- © 


velops esthetic appreciation at least of the handicraft of others. 


Providing information to the Do-It-Yourselfer is an obvious way for the 
library to demonstrate the relationship of its services to daily living and the | e 


value of reading for the whole range of human activity. Bestsellers may come | 
and go, but a good “How-To” book has many circulations over a long period | 
of time built into it. 


While the usefulness of the “Do-It-Yourself” collection in meeting the | b 
interests of individuals is obvious, we should also consider its potential in © 
working with groups in the community. The specific groups will vary from — 


community to community. In one, it may be a home decorating club, in an- 


other a community improvement association that encourages home owners © 


to improve their property. 


Within our general professional goals of providing information, foster- © 


ing education, offering recreation, and stimulating esthetic development and 


appreciation, it is easy to find strong justification and quite specific purpose | 
in the “Do-It-Yourself”? movement of our times, in spite of the jokes and © e 


cartoons. 


In our daily work, more and more of us are engaged in activities that © 
are mentally tiring or endlessly repetitive. At the end of the working day, we | 


welcome a chance to work with our hands. We enjoy the satisfactions of 


manipulating things. We need change. The shift from holding a pencil to | 


operating a power tool is not just symbolic. 


Our world is one of growing pressures for conformity. It gets more and | 
more difficult to be individualistic. But at least, we can change the outside | 


and inside of our development house so that it is different from the houses 
on both sides. We can design and make our own furniture. 


Sometimes, the ‘“Do-It-Yourselfer” hopes to save money. This doesn’t 
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always work out, of course. However, a whole new group of tools and ma- 
terials have come along. Most are easy tu use; some are almost foolproof. 
These have been developed primarily for the “Do-It-Yourself” market. 


Finally, family projects can be developed to help counter-act those 
forces in modern life which tend to diminish family living and doing together. 


Certainly there is more to this “Do-It-Yourself” business than always 
and meets the humorists’ eyes. 

















| to Shown above is the large and colorful sign now placed along Route 28 in Salem. 
Pictured is Trustee Robert G. Goundrey who, with his brother, donated this fine addition 
to the publicity program of the Salem Public Library. (Photo courtesy Lawrence, Mass. 
and | Eagle-Tribune) 
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A Tree Grows In Concord, or... 


The State Library and the Do-It-Yourselfer 


by MISS STELLA SCHECKTER 
Reference Librarian, New Hampshire State Library 


any trees grow in Concord, but this one had to be built on the stage 
Me: the Community Players when they performed BRIGADOON last 
fall, and it had to be big enough and strong enough for a player to climb 
into and jump out of. The puzzled stage designer was “stumped” until he 
found his answer in one of the New Hampshire State Library’s stage craft 
manuals. 


A favorite story of the Reference Department is about a borrower who 
wrote for a book on house foundations, then for one on framing and roofing, 
next wiring, plumbing, and finally paper hanging and painting. We never 
saw the house but we did receive a letter which said in part, ‘““Thanks a mil- 
lion, Miss Librarian, guys like me sure appreciate you.” 


Many of the more than 375 requests which are received each week come 
from local libraries and residents of rural towns asking for information on 
subjects such as how to refinish furniture, install plumbing and heating sys- 
tems, make snow shoes, repair automobiles, build indoor fireplaces, construct 
summer camps, or hook rugs, to name but a few ... Or do you want to make 
a violin? as did a young patron at the New Durham Public Library (1697 
books). One might think that being unable to answer this question from such 
a small collection, the librarian would regretfully turn away this would-be 
Stradivarius. But this is one of the 175 libraries in New Hampshire that 
regularly make use of the reference and loan service of the State Library. 
This question was forwarded to the Central library in Concord and easily 
answered by one of our three reference librarians, with books from the 
general collection. 


To answer all these questions the library must have many books, period- 
icals and indexes. Every attempt is made to acquire as wide a range of in- 
dexes as possible, to serve as buying guides to books and periodicals and as 
sources to materials in the book and periodical collection. The central collec- 
tion of 230,000 adult non-fiction titles and 656 current periodical subscrip- 
tions includes.a strong section, as the book selection policy states, ‘of mate- 
rial which will help people engaged in skilled and semi-skilled occupations, 
crafts and vocation.” 


Realizing that they are not limited by their own resources, libraries in 
the towns of Moultonboro (pop. 928), Holderness (pop. 823), Acworth (pop. 
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408) and Mount Vernon (pop. 551) which we cite as typical small rural | 
towns, forward to the State Library, on specially provided forms, a wide va.) 
riety of requests which they are unable to answer. For they are part of a — 
voluntary cooperative system of libraries working together. If a specialized © 
book is not owned by a small library, it can be requested from the State Li- © 
brary in Concord where it is made available to all, either from the general § : 
collection or on loan from one of the New aniline libraries whose hold- | 


ings are included in our Union Catalog. If the book is listed in this Union | 
Catalog, the Reference and Loan Division handles the whole procedure of 


borrowing it, notifying the library wanting the book that it is being borrowed, 
sending it and then returning it to its owner. Thus it is possible for a patron 
in Gorham to be learning how to build a crystal radio from a book from the 
Peterborough Town Library, while at the same time a citizen of Peterborough 


might be enjoying a 


history of logging borrowed from Gorham. 


Small libraries are able to meet the demand for books of a more popular 
and general nature and can stimulate interest in reading through the use of 


posters, booklists and supplementary books from one of the State Library’s © 


four bookmobiles. But no matter how small a library may be, it must have 


informational as well as recreational materials, providing fact as well as fic- | 


tion. To accomplish this vital function, the librarians of New Hampshire 
have found that mutual cooperation is the best solution. 


HOW TO DO IT 


by 


“MIL W. ALLEN, JR. 
Assistant State Librarian, N. H. State Library 
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Here is a selected list of books covering the principal areas of interest for the rapidly- © 
increasing group of home craftsmen. They were chosen from many equally fine books all 


of which will serve as an introduction for the person who wishes to engage in the many ~ 


constructive activities to be found around the home. 


BUILD IT FROM SCRATCH 


Burbank, Nelson L. and Phelps, Charles. 
HOUSE CARPENTRY SIMPLIFIED, 
6th ed. 252 p. Simmons-Boardman, 1958. 
$5.95. 

Describes each step graphically and clearly. 


Dietz, Albert G. H. DWELLING HOUSE 
CONSTRUCTION, 2d ed. 396 p. Van 
Nostrand, 1954. $8.00. 


All steps in the erection of frame buildings. 


Wilson, J. Douglas. PRACTICAL HOUSE 
CARPENTRY: SIMPLIFIED METH- 
ODS FOR BUILDING. 360 p. McGraw, 
1957. $6.95. 


Begins with the first step in house construc- 


tion and follows through to the completed 
project. 


REMODELING 
WHAT YOU HAVE 


Dalzell, James R. REMODELING GUIDE 
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FOR HOME INTERIORS: PLAN- 
NING, MATERIALS, METHODS. 339 
p. McGraw, 1956. $5.95. 


Forster, Marvin. HOW-TO FOR HOME 
OWNERS. 192 p. Winston, 1960. $2.95. 


Advice and hints on painting, masonry, 
carpentry, electrical work, caulking, roofing, 
sanding, care of tools, and many other 
home repair jobs. 


Lockwood, August G. and Stanton, N. E. 
HOW TO FINISH YOUR ATTIC AND 
BASEMENT YOURSELF. 279 p. Bar- 
rows, 1953. $3.50. 


Step-by-step directions for improving the 
home. 


Whitman, Roger C. FIRST AID FOR 
THE AILING HOUSE, 5th ed. 427 p. 
McGraw, 1958. $5.95. 


Probably the best one-volume book on this 
subject. 


CABINETS, CLOSETS, 
CATCH-ALLS 


Hawkins, Reginald R. KITCHEN BOOK; 
PLANNING AND REMODELING. 320 
p. Van Nostrand, 1953. $4.50. 


Guide to scientific planning, equipping and 
decorating with simple descriptions of ac- 
tual operations such as hanging cabinets, 
laying floors, covering counter tops and 
installing appliances. 


Hennessey, William J. COMPLETE BOOK 
OF BUILT-INS. 182 p. Harper, 1950. 
$3.95. 


Over 100 ideas with technical drawings and 
design sketches. 


Scharff, Robert. IMPROVE YOUR HOME 


WITH BUILT-INS. 241 p. McGraw, - 


1954, $5.95. 


A number of unusual designs and uncon- 
ventional plans. 


Stevenson, Robert P. HOW TO BUILD 
CABINETS FOR THE MODERN 
KITCHEN. 246 p. Simmons-Boardman, 
1954. $4.95. 


GIVE IT ANOTHER COAT 


Devoe Home Decorating Institute. DO-IT- 
YOURSELF GUIDE TO SUCCESSFUL 
HOME PAINTING AND DECORAT- 
ING. 224 p. Simon & Schuster, 1954. 
$3.50. 


Covers all aspects of home painting and 
decorating. 


Editors of Family Handyman Magazine. 
FAMILY HANDYMAN’S BOOK OF 
PAINTING AND REDECORATING. 
128 p. Harper, 1956. $1.95. 


Ewing, Claude H. PRACTICAL IN- 
STRUCTION FOR PAPER HANG- 
ING; COMPLETE TEXTBOOK COV- 
ERING TOOLS, PROCESSES AND 
ELEMENTS FOR HANGING PAPER 
ON WALLS, CEILINGS, AND PAN- 
ELS. 256 p. Drake, 1957. $3.00. 


Hardy, Kay. HOW TO PAINT AND 
WALL-PAPER. 166 p. Funk, 1950. $3.50. 


Detailed instructions, with emphasis on 
color selection. 


PIPES AND VALVES 


Haan, Enno R. POPULAR MECHANICS 
HOME PLUMBING GUIDE. 160 p. 
Popular Mechanics, 1959, $2.95. 


Makes it possible to deal with both minor 
and major plumbing emergencies in the 
home. 


Manly, Harold P. HOW-TO-DO-IT 
PLUMBING GUIDE; A GUIDE TO 
SELECTION, INSTALLATION, AND 
REPAIR OF PLUMBING FIXTURES 
AND CONNECTIONS IN THE HOME. 
128 p. Drake, 1954. $2.50. 


Special attention is given to the small re- 
pairs and adjustments which keep home 
plumbing in good order. 


KEEP IT LIT 


Manly, Harold P. ELECTRIC APPLI- 
ANCE REPAIR AND SERVICING; 
TROUBLE SHOOTING, ADJUST- 
MENT, REPAIR, AND MAINTEN- 
ANCE OF HOUSEHOLD APPLI- 
ANCES. 275 p. Drake, 1958. $3.00. 
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Mix, Floyd M. and Pritchard, E. C. ALL 
ABOUT HOUSE WIRING. 176 p. Good- 
heart-Wilcox, 1959. $2.50. 


Wiring new buildings, and modernizing old 
wiring. 


Richter, Herbert P. PRACTICAL ELEC- 
TRICAL WIRING; RESIDENTIAL, 
FARM, AND INDUSTRIAL, 6th ed. 
585 p. McGraw, 1960. $7.95. 


Based on the latest National 
Code. 


Electrical 


BRICKS & STONES 


Dalzell, James R. and Townsend, Gilbert. 
BRICKLAYING SKILL AND PRAC- 
TICE. 195 p. American Technical Society, 
1954. $3.50. 


Includes fireplace and chimney design and 
construction. 


Dalzell, James R. and Townsend, Gilbert. 
CONCRETE BLOCK CONSTRUC- 
TION FOR HOME AND FARM, 2nd 
ed. 216 p. American Technical Society, 
1957. $3.75. 


Experience-tested methods and_ practical 
suggestions will eliminate many of the dif- 
ficulties an inexperienced person will en- 
counter. 


De Christoforo, R. J. HANDYMAN’S 
CONCRETE AND MASONRY HAND- 
BOOK. 144 p. Arco, 1960. $2.50. 


Many illustrations make this especially 
useful for rank amateurs. 


Van Den Branden, Felicien and Knowles, 
R. M. PLASTERING SKILL AND 
PRACTICE. 298 p. American Technical 
Society, 1953. $5.95. 


FIX THAT SAGGING SOFA 


Bast, Herman. MODERNIZING AND 
REPAIRING UPHOLSTERED FUR- 
NITURE. 73 p. Bruce, 1956. $3.00 


Well-illustrated step-by-step procedures for 
the amateur craftsman. 





Hardy, Kay. HOW TO FINISH OR RE. 
FINISH YOUR FURNITURE. 166 p, 
Funk, 1951. $3.75. 


Bibliography and where to buy supplies. 
Pattou, Albert B. FURNITURE; FUR. 


NITURE FINISHING, DECORATION | 


AND PATCHING, 2d ed. 551 p. Drake, | 


1955. $5.00. 


Scharf, Robert. COMPLETE BOOK OF | 


WOOD FINISHING. 298 p. McGraw, 
1956. $4.95. 


Written primarily for the home craftsman. 


Directions explain clearly the latest tech. | 
niques of sanding, bleaching, staining and | 


finishing all types of wood. 


MAKE YOUR OWN TOOLS 


Popular Mechanics Magazine. SIXTY 
POWER TOOLS, AND HOW TO 
BUILD THEM. 144 p. Popular Mechan- 
ics, 1959. $1.95. 


Uses scrap and discarded materials. 


Wakeling, Arthur, ed. HOW TO BUILD 
YOUR OWN WORKSHOP EQUIP- 
MENT. 262 p. Home Craftsman, 1952. 
$3.95. 


Tilustrated, step-by-step instructions and 
plans for work benches, power-tool stands, 
cabinets, tool storage units, etc. 


THE GREAT OUTDOORS 


Aul, Henry B. HOW TO BUILD GARDEN 
STRUCTURES; GRILLS, TERRACES, 
SHELTERS, ARBORS, FENCES, 
GATES, ETC. 384 p. Sheridan, 1950. 
$4.00. 


Practicable suggestions, detailed drawings 
and plans. 


Gladstone, Bernard. THE COMPLETE 
BOOK OF GARDEN AND OUTDOOR 
LIGHTING. 120 p. Hearthside Press, 
1956. $2.95. 


Decorative and safety purposes; includes 
Christmas lighting. 
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Hawkins, Reginald R. HOW TO PLAN 
AND BUILD ARBORS, TRELLISES, 
BREEZEWAYS, FENCES AND 
GATES, SMALL BUILDINGS. 157 
p. Van Nostrand, 1951. $2.50. 


Hawkins, Reginald R. HOW TO PLAN 
AND BUILD OUTDOOR FIRE- 
PLACES AND GRILLS, WALLS AND 
TREE WELLS, TERRACES, INCIN- 
ERATORS. 149 p. Van Nostrand, 1951. 
$2.50. 


Hawkins, Reginald R. HOW TO PLAN 
AND BUILD WALKS AND PATHS, 


DRIVEWAYS, STEPS, CURBS AND 
EDGINGS. 169 p. Van Nostrand, 1951. 
$2.50. 


Hawkins, Reginald R. HOW TO PLAN 
AND BUILD GARDEN POOLS, 
FOUNTAINS, SWIMMING POOLS, 
SPRINKLING SYSTEMS, RECREA- 
TION AREAS. 159 p. Van Nostrand, 
1951. $2.50. 


Stewart, Shan. PLANNING AND BUILD- 
ING YOUR PATIO. 128 p. Crown, 
1954. $2.95. 








Librarian Jean Claggett and Robert A. Stanley, Rotary Club official, display one of 
the more than 30 classical record albums presented to the Richards Free Library of 
Newport, N. H. in September. The gift was made by the Rotary Club in memory of the 
late D. Sidney Rollins, library trustee. (Argus Staff Photo) 











New Hampshire - 


, dana 


Vermont - 


by 


MARCUS A. McCORISON, Librarian 
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass. 


VERMONT BIBLIOGRAPHY 


T 


HIS bibliophile’s chief delight lies in the field of Vermont-iana. Over 
the years he has collected a goodly number of titles concerned with 


Vermont bibliography. Below are listed a few of them which deal with the 


state as a whole. 


ALMANACS 


NICHOLS, CHARLES L. 
Checklist of Maine, New Hampshire and 
Vermont almanacs. (In Proceedings of 
the American Antiquarian Society. ns. v. 
38, pt. I. April, 1928, pp. 63-163.) Ver- 
mont: pp. 132-63. Reprinted as a sep- 
arate. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 

CooLey, ELizaABETH F. 
Vermont Imobrints before 1800. An intro- 
ductory essay on the history of printing 
in Vermont with a list of imprints, 1779- 
1799. Montpelier: Vermont Historical 
Society, 1937. xxxii, 133p. 

EvaANs, CHARLES. 
American Bibliography, 1639-1800. Chi- 
cago and Worcester: Evans and Amer- 
ican Antiquarian Society, 1903-1955. 
13v. Contains indices to printers. 

Gitman, Marcus D. 
The Bibliography of Vermont; or, a list 
of books and pamphlets relating in any 
way to the state. Burlington: Free Press 
Association, 1897. vii, 349p. 


Jones, Matt B. 
List of additions to Gilman’s Bibliography 
of Vermont—1926. 70p. Typescript, orig- 
inal at the American Antiquarian Society. 


McCortson, Marcus A. 
A Checklist of Vermont Imprints, 1800- 


1810. 1951. unp. Typescript, original at 
the University of Vermont, Wilbur Li- 
brary. Enlarged to include 1820. 


Reapy, JAMEs K. 
A Checklist of Vermont Imprints, 1821 
through 1835. 1955. Typescript, original 
at the Catholic University of America. 


SKILLIN, REBECCA (CAMP) 
A classified list of Vermont material. (In 
Bulletin of the Free Public Library Com- 
mission and of the State Library. v. 47, 
no. 2. September, 1951. 





Supplement, 1951-1955. (In the above, v. 

50, no. 4. March, 1955. pp. 84-6.) 
Snoppy, ALICE. 

A Checklist of Vermont imprints, 1836 

through 1850. 1959. Typescript, origina] 

at the Catholic University of America. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Rosenpacu, A. S. W. 
Early American Children’s Books. Port- 
land: Southworth, 1933. lix, 354p. 
Contains indices to printers. See also 
PRIMERS. 


ECONOMICS 


Hasse, ADELAIDE R. 
Index of Economic Material in Docu- 


ments of the States of the United States. 
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Vermont, 1789-1904. Washington: Car- 
negie Institution, 1907. 71p. 


ELECTION SERMONS 


vam, R. W. G. 
A Checklist of New England Election 
Sermons. Worcester: American Antiquar- 
ian Society, 1936. Vermont: pp. 32-6. Re- 
printed from the Proceedings of the Am- 
erican Antiquarian Society, October, 1935. 


FICTION 


CHENEY, Lucy DAveEy. 
Vermont in fiction. (In Bulletin of the 
Vermont Free Public Library Commis- 
sion. v. 17, no. 4. March, 1922. pp. 31-3. 
And v. 18, no. 1. June, 1922. pp. 2-7.) 
Harold G. Rugg assisted the compiler of 
the work. 


FOLK SONGS 


McCortson, Marcus A. 
New Hampshire - Vermont -iana. (In 
North Country Libraries. v. 1, no. 1. De- 
cember, 1957. pp. 9-11.) 


GOVERNMENT 


Boston UNIVERSITY. BUREAU OF 

Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 
Bibliography on State and Local Gov- 
ernment in New England. Boston: Bos- 
ton Univ. Bureau of Public Administra- 
tion, 1952. Vermont: pp. 222-33. (Bul- 
letin no. 1.) 


Conant, Harrison J. 
The admission of Vermont to the Union; 
a bibliography. (In Proceedings of the 
Vermont Historical Society. n.s. v. 8, no. 
2. June, 1940. pp. 210-3.) 


LAWS 


WILBurR, JAMEs B. 
A note on the laws of the Republic of 


Vermont, with a list of Vermont laws, ~ 


1779-1791. (In Bibliographical Essays; a 
tribute to Wilberforce Eames. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1924. pp. 277- 
80.) 


NEWSPAPERS 


BrRIGHAM, CLARENCE S. 
History and Bibliography of American 


Newspapers, 1690-1820. Worcester: 
erican Antiquarian Society, 1947. 
mont: v. 2, pp. 1071-1104. 


GREGORY, WINIFRED. 
American Newspapers, 1821-1936; a 
union list of files available in the United 
States and Canada. N. Y.: Wilson, 1937. 
Vermont: pp. 687-94. 


Am- 
Ver- 


POETRY 
CoaTEs, WALTER JOHN. 
A Bibliography of Vermont Poetry and 
Gazetteer of Vermont Poets. Vol. 1, A- 
K. Montpelier: Vermont Historical So- 
ciety, 1942. 242p. Vol. 2 in preparation. 


PRIMERS 


HEARTMAN, CHARLES F. 
American Primers, Indian Primers, Royal 
Primers and Thirty-Seven Other Types 
of Non-New-England Primers Issued 
Prior to 1830. Highland Park, N. J.: 
Weiss, 1935. Contains indices to printers. 





The New-England Primer Issued Prior 
to 1830. N. Y.: Bowker, 1934. xxviii, 
148p. Contains indices to printers. 


RAILROADS 
RUSSELL, GEORGE A. 
List of Material Relating to Vermont 
Railroads in the Collection of Dr. George 
A. Russell. ca. 1935. Original with the 
author. 


ST. ALBANS RAID 


Winks, Rosin W. 
The St. Albans raid—a bibliography. (In 
Vermont History. v. 26, no. 1. January, 
1958. pp. 46-51.) 





Supplement. (In the above, v. 27, no. 2. 
April, 1959. pp. 168-9.) 
TRAVEL AND DESCRIPTION 

O’Gorman, J. LEo. 

Journals of early travels in Vermont; a 

bibliography. (In Proceedings of the Ver- 

mont Historical Society. ns. v. 7, no. 4. 

December, 1939. pp. 263-78.) 

VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
McCuttoucnH, Hatt Park. 

Bibliography of the Vermont Historical 

Society. n.p.n.d. 24p. 
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LIBRARIES || #3 


The Martha Canfield Library in ARLINGTON provided an evening of 
poetry on November 17th with Walter Hard, the beloved Vermont poet and 
author. 

The Rockingham Library in BELLOWS FALLS received a gift of $1,000 
from Mr. and Mrs. Hardy A. Merrill for new furniture for the Reference 
Room. This replaced the tables and chairs used since the present building 
opened in 1909. The new tables are oval with red formica tops and chairs 
upholstered in green. 

The BENNINGTON Public Library has received new fluorescent lights 
and a glass case for the Dietel Medal collection from the Friends of the 
Library. 


The Kellogg-Hubbard Library in MONTPELIER has a new Saturday 
morning film program for children. 

The RUTLAND Free Library has an outstanding film program for chil- 
dren again this winter. Their Tuesday night record concerts are very popular. 
The Great Books Discussion group meets on Wednesday evenings. 

The SOUTH RYEGATE and WELLS RIVER libraries have been com- 
pletely classified and cataloged by the librarians and trustees under the pro- 
fessional direction of the Free Public Library Commission staff. 

The WHITINGHAM Public Library has received cartoons from Mr. 
Donald Trachte, known for his “Henry” cartoons. A display of these cartoons 
was enjoyed by many visitors during Book Week. 





DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER AWARD 


T HE winner of the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Library Award for 1961, 


an annual grant of $5,000 to a small library for the purchase of books, 
goes to the Yuma City-County Library of Yuma, Arizona. 


In addition to the principal Award of $5,000, nine supplementary awards 
of $1,000 each will be made to nine separate communities, one of them the 
Grafton Library Cooperative, a group of six libraries in Grafton County, New 
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Hampshire: Haverhill Public Library, Mrs. Sara Speed, Librarian; Piermont 
Public Library, Mrs. Eleanor Deal, Librarian; Orford Social Library, Mrs. 
Lillian Anderson, Librarian; Orford Public Library, Mrs. Dorothy Love, 
Librarian; Lyme Town Library, Mrs. Dorcas Chaffee, Librarian; and the 
Woodsville Free Public Library, Mrs. Nina Mitchell, Librarian. Mrs. Mitchell 
is chairman of the group, which has been working together for over a year 
in selecting, purchasing, and sharing books. The group meets every other 
month for this purpose, and has recently been granted funds from the 
Shieling Trust to further its program. 


In addition to the presentation of the award in Yuma, on this same 
day, April 15, official ceremonies will be held simultaneously in each of 
the other nine supplementary award winning communities. At each of these 
ceremonies a distinguished author, or an eminent figure from the library or 
literary world, will appear as guest speaker. Details regarding the individual 
programs will be announced shortly by the communities themselves. 


The annual award was established by the Book-of-the-Month Club in 
January, 1959 in recognition of the critical need of funds for the purchase 
of books by small public libraries throughout the country and as a memorial 
to Dorothy Canfield Fisher. Mrs. Fisher, who served as a member of the 
editorial board of the Club from the year of its founding until 1951, a 
quarter of a century, died in November, 1958. Appropriately enough, the 
first Award, that for 1959, was presented to the Martha Canfield Memorial 
Library in Arlington, Vermont, the village where Mrs. Fisher made her home 
for many years. 


To be considered for the award the library must be a public library in 
the United States. It must serve a population of fewer than 25,000 or, if a 
regional library, no branch unit may serve more than 5,000 population; the 
central unit fewer than 25,000. The library itself must be housed in a build- 
ing capable of providing shelf and display space adequate for a substantial 
number of additional books. It must be open to the public five days a week, 
including some evening hours, and the community in which it is situated 
must make active use of its present facilities, free of charge, and support 
them adequately. 


Every library which considered itself to be qualified was invited to 
apply for the 1961 Award through the head of its State Library Extension 
Agency. The agencies had the responsibility of submitting two applicants from 
their state to the Book-of-the-Month Club. No application was considered 
unless endorsed by a State Agency. 
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Lebanon’s new chil- 
dren’s room. Orig- 
inally an unfinished 
basement area, the 
room was trans- 
formed by volunteer 
labor from the Am- 
erican Legion, VFW, 
and Elks, and fi- 


from three local cit- 
izens. The new room 
replaces crowded, 
inadequate quarters, 
and releases first- 
floor space for 
adults and teen- 
agers, according to 
Mrs. Lurlene Cole, 
Librarian. (Valley 
News Photo) 













mew hampshire 


LIBRARIES 


Neighborhood Meetings this fall were held at WOLFEBORO, PIER- 
MONT, COLEBROOK, LANCASTER, PLYMOUTH, EAST ANDOVER, 
CONWAY, MILTON, PEMBROKE, SUNAPEE, HENNIKER, EXETER, 
GILSUM, WILTON, DERRY, and DUBLIN. Librarians and trustees from 


115 libraries participated in discussions of ‘‘Books for Teenagers” led by 
State Library personnel. 


Have you seen the new column about libraries appearing every other 
week in the “MANCHESTER UNION-LEADER”’? You will find it on the 
editorial page, usually on Thursday or Friday. Let us know how you like it. 


MISS MARY KELLEY has assumed the position of Extension Librarian 


14 


nanced by gifts — 











| 





Weer Beamer oa t @ 





in charge of the Keene branch office. She is a graduate of the University of 
Michigan Library School. 


Recipients of this year’s Shieling Trust grant for the establishment of a 
Cooperative Book Selection Group are the libraries in BRISTOL, BEL- 
MONT, CANTERBURY, FRANKLIN, and TILTON. 


Rodney Armstrong, librarian of The Phillips Exeter Academy at Exeter 
has been honored by the Academy for “loyal service as a devoted and effective 
member of the Faculty.” The Davis Library of Phillips Exeter under his 
guidance has become increasingly a center of study and learning in con- 
junction with work in the classroom. Mr. Armstrong is a member of the 
Grolier Club and the ALA. 








“Better New Hampshire Libraries” was the topic of a two-day discussion held at 
Concord recently for the purpose of evaluating the results of the statewide survey of 
libraries being carried out by the University of New Hampshire Department of Govern- 
ment. Out of the work will come a detailed report on state and local libraries which can 
be used as a guide to future development. Shown at the work table are, left to right, Miss 
L. Marion Moshier of Saratoga Springs, N. Y., former director of the State Extension 
Division, New York State Library; Roger McDonough, New Jersey State Librarian, of 
Trenton; Mrs. Mildred P. McKay, N. H. State Librarian; and Joseph Ford of the UNH 
staff, who has conducted the survey. Absent when the picture was taken was Miss Mary 
Helen Mahar, School and Children’s Libraries Specialist from the U. S. Office of 
Education in Washington, D. C. (Putnam Photo) 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


This is a highly selective list, carefuly chosen especially for small libraries 
in towns under 10,000 population. These are all books published within the 
last six months, hence no publication date is indicated. 


Classification numbers are included for non-fiction as a further con- 


venience. 


*Starred items are recommended for Young People. 


ADULT FICTION 


Mrs. JANE B. Hogson 
Mrs. Marcaret PATRICK 

Miss JuLi1a WHEELOCK 
Mrs. ARLENE W. SARGEANT 
Mrs. EstHer M. Swirt 


Vermont Free Public Library 
Commission 


Bryan, John. THE DIFFERENCE TO 
ME. Faber, $3.50. 
Col. Richard Sarel, Canadian Intelligence 
officer, is in England to try to buy a very 
rare Elizabethan manuscript. Adele Vibart’s 
father owns the manuscript and it definite- 
ly is not for sale, but dces get stolen. In lo- 
cating the missing book a whole espionage 
and underground movement is unearthed. 
Exciting reading with an unusual and 
haunting love story. E.MS. 


Caldwell, Taylor. THE LISTENER. Dou- 
bleday, $3.95. 
Man’s greatest and most terrible need is 
for someone to listen to him, so Dr. God- 
frey’s memorial gave courage to many 
hearts as they came to “The Listener.” 
Each chapter is a separate episode wherein 
someone finds himself and faith. By the 
author of DEAR AND GLORIOUS PHY- 
SICIAN. J.W. 


Carroll, Gladys Hasty. COME WITH ME 
HOME. Little, $4.00. 
Rosamond Lacey, part recluse and part 
philosopher, finds the world “beating a 
path to her door” because cf a newspaper 
article about her home and unusual way of 
Jife. To her surprise this is a not alto- 
gether unlikeable experience. Everyone who 
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comes to Miss Rosamond finds an answer | 


for a need, but each finds it within him- 


self. Readers of Mary Ellen Chase will feel e 
a strong kinship between this beautiful / 


prose and hers. Author’s husband is head 


of the Psychology Department at the Uni- : 
E.MS. | 


versity of New Hampshire. 


*Dobie, J. Frank. VLL TELL YOU A 
TALE. Little, $6.50. 


Lawrence Clark Powell considers the 
author of these fifty short stories the 
greatest writer to come out of the Ameri- 
can Southwest. The world of the Chisholm 
Trail is largely gone now, but Dobie makes 
it come alive all over again. Some of these 
stories have long been out of print and 
others have never appeared in book form. 
Will be appreciated by all who like western 
American fiction. E.MS. 


Gerson, Noel. THE YANKEE FROM 
TENNESSEE. Doubleday, $3.95. 


Born to a very poor family in Raleigh, 
Andrew Johnson learned the trade of tailor 
to make a living, and ran away to set up 
shop on his own before his apprenticeship 
was completed. His wife taught him to read 
and encouraged his political career. This 
book shows Johnson to have been a man 
determined to make something of himself 
and give his family the best that he could. 
Good fictionalized biography. AWS. 


*Haislip, Harvey. SEA ROAD TO YORK- 
TOWN. Doubleday, $3.95. 


In two earlier books, SAILOR NAMED 
JONES and THE PRIZE MASTER, 
young Midshipman Tommy Potter was 
engaged in the sea fighting of the American 
Revolution. This story sees the ending of 
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the war and the exciting defeat of the 
British at Yorktown. None of these books 
depends upon the earlier, though some of 
the characters appear in all of them. For 
the “Hornblower” fans. E.MS. 


Holt, Victoria. MISTRESS OF MELLYN. 
Doubleday, $3.95. 


Mount Mellyn, high on the Cornish Coast 
and built during the reign of Elizabeth I, 
was already old when Martha Leigh ar- 
rived as the impoverished gentlewoman 
governess for little Alvean. Three govern- 
esses already had left because of the brood- 
ing spirit of the place, but Martha stayed 
long enough to fall in love and solve the 
mystery. Will be liked by the readers of 
REBECCA, to which this story bears a 
resemblance but without the stark tragedy. 

E.MS. 


Hull, Helen. TAPPING ON THE WALL. 
Dodd, $3.50. 


Professor Macameny endures an unendur- 
able and neurotic, nagging wife just as 
long as he possibly can. When he finally 
resorts to planning to murder her, and a 
few other people for good measure, some 
really amazing things happen. Exciting, 
different and winner of Dodd’s College 
Faculty Mystery Prize. E.MS. 


Lin, Tai-yi. THE LILACS OVERGROWN. 
World, $4.50. 


During the period between World War II 
and the Communist Invasion of China the 
Wong family tried to live a normal life. 
Mr. Wong had become Minister of Edu- 
cation, and at last they felt secure. The 
disintegration of family life had started 
before the Invasion but no one admitted 
this fact. Trouble developed strength in 
some and to others it brought complete 
downfall, but for the most part their 
Stoicism was a saving factor. Strong char- 


acterization and good background for 
China. By author of THE EAVES- 
DROPPER. J.W. 


MacInnes, Helen. DECISION AT DEL- 
PHI. Harcourt, $4.95. 


Ken Strang accepts a magazine assignment 
in Greece only to find himself involved in 
a fantastic plot and counter-plot conspir- 
acy in which “three small fires beside three 


mountains of gunfire’ in adjacent Balkan 
countries could ignite the world. Well- 
written, suspenseful tale of revolution, es- 
pionage and Communism, laced with a 
mild romance. M.T.P. 


Pakington, Humphrey. CATHERINE 
CHAILEY. Norton, $3.95. 


A novel of British country life, told with 
humor, showing how the present genera- 
tion deviates from the old accepted pat- 
terns of squirearchy. By the author of 
FOUR IN THE FAMILY and ASHTON 
KINGS. Will be liked mostly by the 
women who want a quiet novel of family 
life. J.B.H. 


Sneider, Vern. THE KING FROM ASH- 
TABULA. Putnam, $3.95. 


This time the author of the TEAHOUSE 
OF THE AUGUST MOON has managed 
a very clever spoof about the U.S. Army’s 
oversea policies and what happens when 
the people decide to run their own country. 
A delightfully gentle satire which is un- 
fortunately all too true. E.MS. 


*Spicer, Bart. THE DAY BEFORE 
THUNDER. Dodd, $4.50. 


James, scion of the English House of Coult, 
was sent to the Colonies to handle a 
very delicate situation. The colonists were 
aflame with impotent rage over unjust 
taxation and_ representation, and _ here 
James found a dream of Freedom coming 
true. An exciting and accurate picture of 
the time of the Revolution and far superior 
to the authors BROTHER TO THE 
ENEMY. E.MS. 


Weinreb, Nathaniel. THE COPPER 
SCROLLS. Putnam, $3.95. 


Kandane, the extraordinarily talented ap- 
prentice metalsmith of Damascus, was 
employed to engrave the two copper treas- 
ure scrolls of Qumran. A man tormented 
by doubts about his parentage and having 


~a burning desire for great wealth, he came 
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to know the love of God and understand 
the faith of this unusual community. A 
powerful and moving book and the first 
novel set in the community of the Essenes. 

E.MS. 











ADULT NON-FICTION 
by 
Mrs. EstHerR M. Swirt 
Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Commission 
Montpelier, Vermont 


ADVENTURE and TRAVEL 


*Thomas, Tay. FOLLOW THE NORTH 
STAR. Doubleday. $3.50. 


Just at the time Alaska was admitted to 
statehood, the Lowell Thomas, Jr. family 
was in Alaska to make a TV documentary 
film. With unusual fortitude and courage 
they took their two year old daughter, 
Anne, on the trip. She proved to be far 
less inconvenienced by travel in their single 
engine plane than her parents. A chatty 
and informal style makes this an enjoyable 
book for an evening of armchair travel for 
both men and women. 917.98 


BIOGRAPHY 


Burgess, Thornton W. NOW I REMEM- 
BER. Little, $5.00 

It seems hard to believe that the creator 
of OLD MOTHER WEST WIND and the 
BEDTIME STORIES of the dear Old 
Briar Patch is still such a young and vital 
sounding writer. Born on old Cape Cod 
in 1874 he has already delighted two gen- 
erations with his animal stories and has 
now written a charming and _ nostalgic 
autobiography. His was a busy life filled 
with writing and the all-consuming desire 
to preserve our fast diminishing wild life. 
This will be enjoyed by his many loyal 
readers. 


*Costain, Thomas B. THE CHORD OF 
STEEL. Doubleday, $3.95. 
Much has been written about both Alex- 
ander Graham Bell and the telephone, but 
this book is unique. With the same skill 
that he uses in his historical novels like 
THE SILVER CHALICE and BELOW 
THE SALT, the author has woven together 
the strands of history and written a com- 
pelling story of the man and the invention. 


*Cousins, Norman. DR. SCHWEITZER 
OF LAMBARENE. Harper, $3.95. 


Norman Cousins, as one of this century’s 
outstanding proponents for world peace, is 





eminently qualified to write of Dr. Schweit- 
zer and Lambarene today. The book js 
filled with marvelous photographs and 
shows a keen insight into the life and 
philosophy of this great man. The author 
sums up his feelings after an extended stay 
at Lambarene thus: “Albert Schweitzer js 
a spiritual immortal. . . . Each age has 
need of its saints. A saint becomes a saint 


when he awakens in (men) a desire to | 


know the best that is in them and the 
desire to soar morally.” 


HISTORY 


Muller, Charles. THE PROUDEST DAY. 4 


Day, $5.75. 


One day in September of the year 1814 ce 
proved to be the decisive one for the young | 
United States in their second war with | 
Great Britain. This was the day that Mac- © 


donough’s fleet overcame the British for 
command of Lake Champlain. Though 


fully documented and historically accurate, 7 
this is high interest level reading for pure 4 
pleasure. Most New England libraries will © 


want to buy this. 973.5 


NATURE 


Burden, W. Douglas. LOOK TO THE 
WILDERNESS. Little, $6.50. 


Represents some of the more exciting and 
outstanding of this great naturalist’s ad- 
ventures since 1922. In it he tells of the 
faraway places he travelled, the famous 
guides that helped him shoot record break- 
ing game and the excitement of capturing 
previously unknown specimens for the 
Museum of Natural History. Will be par- 
ticularly enjoyed by men who like hunt- 
ing or outdoor life. 799.2 


*Eifert, Virginia. LAND OF THE SNOW- 

SHOE HARE. Dodd, $4.00 
The story of the full circle of the seasons 
as the author saw them in the North 
Woods. Written with the same zest and 
love for the outdoors as RIVER WORLD. 
A fascinating book, and excellent for read- 
ing by the fireside on snowy winter eve- 
nings. 574.97 


*Rowlands, John J. SPINDRIFT. Norton, 
$3.95. 


Spindrift is, in the author’s words, “the 


a 














misty spray that flies from the waves when 
the wind blows and the seas run high.” 
Every New England reader will enjoy these 
reminiscences of life “from a house on the 
sea.” While the house is on Massachusetts 
Bay, the author looks out on his life in a 
variety of places out of doors. A lovely 
book in the truest sense of the word, to be 
enjoyed by readers of all ages. 917.44 


Teale, Edwin Way. JOURNEY 
SUMMER. Dodd, $5.95. 


Third of the American Seasons series, this 
covers a 19,000 mile journey across our 
country. The first three chapters of the 
total thirty-four are about our own “North 
Country.” The last day of summer found 
the Teales high atop Pike’s Peak. Will be 
enjoyed by his large following fully as 
much as AUTUMN ACROSS AMERICA 


INTO 


and NORTH WITH THE _ SPRING. 
574.973 
Watson, Donald and Alice Burlingame. 


THERAPY THROUGH HORTICUL- 
TURE. Macmillan, $4.95. 


The use of horticulture in therapy, both 
for the mentally as well as the physically 
ill and handicapped, is a whole new field. 
It has proved to be of inestimable value 
in almost all cases and conditions whether 
the patient be hospital confined or at home. 
A subject which should be of interest to 
all public libraries and all readers. 635 


POETRY 


Blanton, Smiley, M.D. THE HEALING 
POWER OF POETRY. Crowell, $3.95. 


The author, a successful psychiatrist, has 
used poetry for forty years in helping the 
troubled hearts and minds of his patients. 
This book is divided into several sections, 
each showing the uses and the types of 
poetry which are helpful when one is de- 
pressed, overwhelmed, anxious, bereaved or 
aware of growing old. An excellent book 
in a quite new field. 821.08 


McGinley, Phyllis. TIMES THREE. Vik- 
ing, $5.00. 

Included here are three hundred of the 

author’s best poems in the last three dec- 

ades. No esoteric jumble here . . . this is 

rather a collection of lively, thoughtful, 

gay and penetrating observations on the 


every day stuff of life. Recommended for 
all poetry collections. 811 


RELIGION and PHILOSOPHY 


Dicks, Russell. TOWARD HEALTH AND 
WHOLENESS. Macmillan, $3.50. 


Within each of us there is a tremendous 
reserve of strength which the author calls 
“the healing force of God.” This is avail- 
able for each of us to draw on in times of 
stress, anxiety and sickness. The author 
elaborates each point in ten well developed 
chapters. Far from saccharine or maudlin, 
this is instead a vital, creative and helpful 
book for every reader. Should find wide 
use in every library of any size whatever. 
353.5 


Pittinger, Norman. THE PATHWAY TO 
BELIEVING. Bobbs, $3.50. 

Belief in Christianity can be achieved only 
through faith in the living God and the 
knowledge that he is working out his 
purposes in the world today, so says the 
author of this inspiring book. Approaches 
the problem of achieving Christian faith 
from a non-denominational point of view, 
which makes the book applicable for any 
faith and for everyone. 200 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Arnold, Pauline and_ Percival White. 
HOMES: AMERICA’S BUILDING 
BUSINESS. Holiday, $4.50. 


By the authors of FOOD: AMERICA’S 
BIGGEST BUSINESS. Will interest every- 
one who presently owns a home or hopes 
to in the future. After a short history of 
homes and their building, the book goes on 
to give a complete account of the building 
business, the technologies used, the com- 
ponents and appliances for homes, and 
buying and selling. A most useful and 
informative book. 690.993 


_Drummond, Roscoe and Gaston Coblents. 
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DUEL AT THE BRINK. Doubleday, 
$4.50. 


A candid appraisal of the six years that 
John Foster Dulles was Secretary of State. 
These were important years and the de- 
cisions made during them were vital ones. 
Whether or not one agrees with Dulles and 
his policies, this is an important book to 











read and think about. 327.73 


Packard, Vance. THE WASTE MAKERS. 
McKay, $4.50. 


Once again the author of THE HIDDEN 
PERSUADERS and THE STATUS SEEK- 
ERS has done the American people a great 
service. This book is devoted to the already 
full grown menace of “Consumerism,” the 
ever increasing commercialism of industry 
and advertising that makes us buy when 
we do not need to and discard because of 
“planned obsolescence.” As in his earlier 
books, he makes definite suggestions for 
combating this huge waste of money, goods 
and resources. Should be read by everyone 
who buys anything. 339.4 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 


Emit W. ALLEN, JR. 
Assistant State Librarian 
N. H. State Library 


Bartlett, Margaret F. THE CLEAN 
BROOK. Illus. by Aldren Watson. 


Branley, Franklyn M. THE MOON 
SEEMS TO CHANGE. Illus. by Helen 
Borten. 


Branley, Franklyn M. BIG TRACKS, 
LITTLE TRACKS. Illus. by Leonard 
Kesslen. 


Bulla, Clyde R. A TREE IS A PLANT. 
Illus. by Lois Lignell. 


Jordan, Helene T. HOW A SEED GROWS. 
Illus. by Joseph Low. 
Crowell, $2.30 each. 


All part of a new series called “Let’s-Read- 
and-Find-Out” that present basic science 
fiction in a vocabulary and style well 
suited for youngsters in the first three 
grades. Brief but challenging, these books 
will help fill a great need for material on 
science for beginners. 


Beecroft, John. WHAT? ANOTHER CAT! 
Illus. by Kurt Wiese. Dodd, $3.00. 
Rocco, Patience and Carrie Nation led a 
pampered and aristocratic life in a_ big 
house with every comfort a cat could pos- 





sibly desire. Imagine their horror when q 
stray cat, Mr. Persephone, is brought 
home to live. Mr. P. is totally ostracized 
by his outraged feline companions. Tact 
and flattery gradually end this tense situ- 
ation, and Mr. P. becomes a member of 
the family. Lovely illustrations. 


Cooney, Barbara. THE 
SPELLER. Crowell, $2.95. 


AMERICAN 


Winner of the 1959 Caldecott Medal for 4 


her adaptation of CHANTICLEER AND 


THE FOX by Chaucer, Barbara Cooney |— 


has done it again with this modern ver- 





sion of Noah Webster’s famous BLUE- q 


BACKED SPELLER. The old-fashioned a 
flavor of the text is much enhanced by = 


the delightful three-color illustrations. My 
candidate for the best quote from this 


book is “Never go into a barn or stable . 
with a lighted cigar in your mouth; and | 


it will be better still if you never have a 
cigar in your mouth at all.” 


Doughtie, Charles. HIGH HENRY. Illus. © 


by Don Gregg. Dodd, $3.00. 


Poor High Henry wants so badly to be a 
real cow puncher, but he has such long 
legs that they drag on the ground when he 
bestrides a horse. This sad situation ends 
with a fortuitous encounter with Effie, a 
runaway giraffe. Both unhappy because of 
their awkwardness, as a team they foil the 
vicious Black Hawk Gang’s stagecoach 
robbery and become the town heroes. By 
the author of GABRIEL WRINKLES. 
This features lively and whimsical drawings. 


Green, Mary McB. IS IT HARD? IS IT 
EASY? Photos by Len Gittleman. Rev. 
Ed. Scott, $2.75. 

Everyone is different and everyone has 
different capabilities. This simple but im- 
portant fact is the theme of this unusual 
picture book for pre-schoolers. Some can 
tie their own shoes, others can stand on 
their heads, and still others can skip rope, 
but few can do all three well. Superbly 
illustrated with black-on-white high con- 
trast photographs. 


Hof, Syd. WHO WILL BE MY 
FRIENDS? 


Minarik, Else H. CAT AND DOG. Illus. 
by Fritz Siebel. 
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Harper, $1.84. 
Syd Hoff, using the same artistic style 
made famous in his “New Yorker” car- 
toons, has now given us a simple picture 
book about a new boy in the neighborhood 
and his method of getting acquainted with 
new playmates. The Minarik book has 
little plot beyond a humorous romp be- 
tween a cat and a dog. Both are specifically 
written so that first graders can read them, 
and are part of the publisher’s “Early I 
Can Read” series. 


Hymes, Lucia and James L., Jr. HOORAY 
FOR CHOCOLATE and other easy-to- 
read jingles. Illus. by Leonard Kessler. 
Scott, $2.50. 

Brief humorous verses that well express a 
child’s view of the pattern of life imposed 
upon him by the adult world. Frustration 
is the dominant theme of a poem such as 
this—“A bath a day will never pay./ No 
matter what the grown-ups say./ You may 
be clean to start the day./ But who can 
play and stay that way?” Child-like draw- 
ings blend well with the text. 


Politi, Leo. MOY MOY. Scribner’s, $2.95. 
New Year’s Day in Chinatown is a gay 
and exotic celebration. Seen through the 
eyes of Moy Moy, a little Chinese-Ameri- 
can girl, this annual event epitomizes the 
enchantment of life in Chinatown. The 
weeks of preparation, the colorful costumes, 
dazzling fireworks, and the presents re- 
ceived by the children, all add to the ex- 
citement. Authentic and colorful illustra- 
tions make everything clear to the young 
reader, who will especially enjoy the part 
played by the paper dragon. Will also pro- 
mote better understanding of other peo- 
ples and their customs. 


Smith, Robert P. JACK MACK. Illus. by 
Erik Blegvad. Coward-McCann, $2.52 
(lib.ed.). 

The now famous author of “WHERE DID 

YOU GO? OUT. WHAT DID YOU DO? 

NOTHING.” has written his first children’s 

book. Consistent with his nostalgia for the 

past, he has turned to that old favorite, 
the tongue twister. This one is about Yak- 

Back Black-Sack Jack-Mack with his tin 

tack, toy train track, and somewhat sticky 

rickety-rackety Knick-Knack ! Pre-schoolers 


21 


will love to hear adults read—and stumble 
—over its words; older boys and girls will 
enjoy trying it themselves. 


Weiss, Harvey. THE EXPEDITIONS OF 
WILLIS PARTRIDGE. Abelard, $2.75. 
If there are any children left who walk to 
school, we may be certain that they dawdle 
and day-dream along the way. Youthful 
imagination is a spontaneous and delightful 
phenomenon. Willis Partridge’s imaginary 
adventures in many guises will have great 
appeal. It is doubtful that in real life his 
tardiness in reaching school would be ac- 
cepted with quite such nonchalance by 
the teacher, but this is a minor quibble. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


Mrs. RACHEL SANBORN 
Extension Librarian, Exeter Branch 
N. H. State Library 


Brindze, Ruth. ALL ABOUT UNDERSEA 
EXPLORATION. Random House, $1.95. 


The world beneath the sea and how it has 
been explored by scientists, submarines, 
helmet and Scuba divers, photographers, 
treasure hunters, cable experts, and divers 
drilling for oil. A well-illustrated and in- 
teresting presentation of a popular sub- 
ject. 


Cavanna, Betty. ARNE OF NORWAY. 
Photos by George R. Harrison. Watts, 
$3.50. 


Arne Hansen lives 300 miles north of the 
Arctic Circle in the land of the midnight 
sun. This is the story of his life in Ham- 
merfest, the most northerly city in the 
world, and two exciting trips which took 
him even farther north on a fishing trip 
with his uncle, and south to Bergen on a 
coastal steamer. Well-written and _ well- 
illustrated. 


Hoban, Russell. THE ATOMIC SUBMA- 
RINE. Harper, $2.57. 
In simple detail the author describes a 
practice combat run of an atomic sub- 
marine. Simple explanations of atomic re- 
actors, machinery and equipment, the 
duties of crew members, and the combat 
procedure. Large black and white illustra- 











tions and large print make this attractive 
for the younger readers. 


Hyde, Wayne. WHAT DOES A PARA- 
CHUTIST DO? Dodd, $2.50. 


This well-illustrated and detailed account 
of a paratrooper’s training also describes 
their work as smokejumpers fighting fire, 
and paramedics saving lives, as well as 
combat troops. Written by a former para- 
trooper, this has easy and informative text 
and would be useful as high interest ma- 
terial for reluctant readers. 


Lenski, Lois. WE LIVE IN THE COUN- 
TRY. Lippincott, $2.95. 


Four “true-life” stories of children in dif- 
ferent parts of the country: Kathy on a 
chicken farm in Connecticut, Jinny on a 
cotton farm in Arkansas, Rosita on a sheep 
ranch in Texas, and Cecil on a tree farm 
in Louisana. Appealing family stories on 
an easy reading level. 


Rounds, Glen. BEAVER’ BUSINESS. 
Prentice Hall, $3.00. 


An “almanac” account of the industrious 
beavers as they go about their work 
through the changing seasons. Written and 
illustrated from the author’s observations 


of these busy creatures. Interesting animal 
life. 


Selden, George. THE CRICKET IN 
TIMES SQUARE. Illus. by Garth 
Williams. Farrar, $3.50. 


A fanciful tale of Chester the Cricket who 
travelled from Connecticut to Times Square 
in a picnic basket and made friends with 
Tucker Mouse, Harry the Cat and the 
Bellini family. Chester becomes Mario’s pet 
and lives in a fine Chinese “clicket” cage, 
sings his way to fame and fortune for his 
friends with his cricket music, and then 
returns to his home in the country after 
many adventures with his city friends. An 
appealing fantasy enhanced by Garth 
Williams’s imaginative illustrations. 


Shuttlesworth, Dorothy. THE STORY OF 
HORSES. Illus. by Matthew Kalmenoff. 
Garden City, $2.95. 


A history of horses tracing their ancestry 
from pre-historic times through the de- 
velopment of breeds and types of horses 
we have today such as Thoroughbreds, 





Morgans, Quarter Horse, Palominos and 
many others. Also includes interesting in- 
formation concerning the importance of 
horses in the history of the world. Colorful 
illustrations. 


Weaver, Harriet. THERE STAND THE 
GIANTS. Lane, $2.95. 


The giant redwoods of California have a 
history which dates back before the Ice 
Age and still remain one of the wonders of 
nature. This book, written by a former 
ranger-naturalist in one of the Redwood 
Parks, brings us the grandeur of these 
trees, amazing facts concerning size and 
length of life, the many uses of redwood 
through the years, and the present con- 
servation program. Interesting and _ very 
readable text profusely illustrated in color 
and black and white. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Wii1AM S. Hopkins 
Extension Librarian, Concord, N. H. 


Annixter, Jane and Paul. HORN OF 
PLENTY. Holiday House, $2.95. 


A dramatic wilderness adventure. A cougar, 
a grizzly, and an elusive big horn sheep 
teach Gary that a greater force than man 
is present in nature. Gary’s sense of re- 
sponsibility matures as the surprising cli- 
max unfolds. 


Bergaust, Erik. FIRST MEN IN SPACE. 
Putnam, $2.52. 


An account of Project Mercury as it has 
progressed thus far plus biographical notes 
on each of the seven astronauts. Exciting 
photographs, clear diagrams, and a glossary 
of space terms help explain a_ difficult 
subject. 


American Heritage editors. THOMAS 
JEFFERSON AND HIS WORLD. 


American Heritage, $3.50. 


Another in the American Heritage Junior 
Library series which lives up to the repu- 
tation of the parent magazine. Traces the 
life of Jefferson from his boyhood in the 
Tidewater and Piedmont sections of Vir- 
ginia through his years rich in achievement 
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as a lawyer, statesman, inventor, engineer, 
and farmer, and then finally to his last 
days spent at beautiful Monticello. Out- 
standing illustrations, many in color, along 
with an index and bibliography. 


Felsen, Henry Gregor. BOY GETS CAR. 
Random House, $3.50. 


Should a teen-ager engage in one activity 
to the exclusion of all others? This is the 
question facing Woody Ahern’s parents 
after they buy him a $40, 13-year old car. 
After almost losing his girl and friends, 
Woody decides that not even a car is 
worth the loss. A well written novel that 
deals with a subject popular with teen- 
agers. 


Fenner, Phyllis and Hughes, Avah. EN- 
TRANCES AND EXITS; A BOOK OF 


* PLAYS FOR YOUNG ACTORS. Dodd, 


Mead, $3.75. 


A selection on various subjects, by both 
well-known and little-known authors; in- 
cluding modern and period plays, in the 
serious and humorous vein, employing 
many and few characters, none of which 
are very difficult to present. If produced, 
all the plays require a nominal royalty. 


Kendall, Lace. HOUDINI, MASTER OF 
ESCAPE. Macrae Smith, $2.95. 


The life of the greatest magician America 
has ever produced. Hard work and deter- 
mination prepared him for the arduous 
and unbelievable feats that astounded Am- 
erica and all of Europe. The excitement and 
glamour of his life will be sure fire with 
teen-agers. 


Lorberg, Aileen. LOOKOUT SUMMER. 
Lothrop, $3.00. 


A summer as a fire-spotter in the Cascade 
Mountains changes Vicki from a self- 
centered, budding concert violinist to an 
all-around college girl. Her “crystal pent- 
house” provides her not only with a view 
of the forest but also a new perspective on 
herself. A worth-while teen-age romance. 


Mason, F. VanWyck. THE BATTLE OF 
LAKE ERIE. Illus. by Victor Mays. 
Houghton Mifflin, $2.80 (Library ed.) 

A thrilling account of one of the most de- 

cisive naval battles in U. S. history and 


the part Oliver Hazard Perry played in it. 
Description of American life in the early 
nineteenth century and the events leading 
up to the Battle are very well done. Valu- 
able to teen-agers as a biography and for 
information on the War of 1812. 


100 MORE STORY POEMS. Selected by 
Elinor Parker. Crowell, $3.95. 


A delightful collection of poems that tell a 
story treating such varied topics as Humor, 
War, Heroes, Love, Make Believe, Animals 
and Christmas. Bibliographic aids such as 
indices to authors, titles and first lines 
round out the book. Old, famous rhymes 
and some fascinating new ones should suit 
most any taste in the teen-age group. 


Smith, Frances C. FIND A CAREER IN 
EDUCATION. Putnam, $2.75. 


In this addition to the Find a Career series 
the author, a former teacher, presents a 
clear, factual, down to earth discussion of 
all levels of education from pre-school to 
college, and attempts to show young peo- 
ple what they can expect in the profession. 
Based on the premise that the teaching 
profession is made up of many different 
personalities, the writer shows how the 
profession assimilates and uses their various 
skills. A must for vocational collections in 
public libraries, high schools and colleges. 


Smith, Richard W. and Snethen, Howard 
P. FOUR BIG YEARS; THE IMPOR- 
TANCE OF SELECTING THE RIGHT 
COLLEGE. Bobbs-Merrill, $2.95. 


The author attempts to brighten the pic- 
ture regarding admissions to college for 
high school students, and to show the 
many opportunities in the over 1900 insti- 
tutions. Types of schools are discussed, 
their offerings in the way of courses and 
student life and what they demand of the 
student. Valuable to the high school senior 
because despite recent talk of the “closing 
college door,” the author tries to draw a 
true picture of the situation. 


Turner, John Frayn. BATTLE STA- 
TIONS: THE U. S. NAVY’S WAR. 
Putnam, $3.50. 

A stirring account of the United States 

Navy’s activities in World War II, with 

special emphasis on the men, seamen as 
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well as admirals. Appropriately, the attack 
on Pearl Harbor opens the book, and the 
dropping of the atomic bomb on Nagasaki 
concludes it. Shows young adults the coura- 
geous as well as the unpleasant aspects of 
war. 


Walters, Hugh. FIRST ON THE MOON. 
Criterion, $3.50. 


Science fiction that involves adventure in 
space and cooperation between Russia and 
the West. An Englishman finds himself 
pitted against a Russian in a race to the 
moon. Faced with almost certain death, 
they find cooperation arising out of their 
need for survival. A timely offering for 
teen-agers. 


REFERENCE BOOKS 


by 
Emit W. ALLEN, Jr. 


American Library Association. LET’S 
READ TOGETHER: BOOKS FOR 
FAMILY ENJOYMENT. 1960, ALA, 
$1.50. 


Selected and annotated by a special com- 
mittee of the National Congress of Parents 
and Teachers, and the Children’s Services 
Division of A.L.A. Titles have been chosen 
to help parents select with greater con- 


fidence books for family reading aloud 
books for individual reading, and books 
for a child’s own library. 028.5 : 


Deason, Hilary J., comp. THE SCIENCE 
BOOK LIST FOR CHILDREN. 1969; 
American Association for the Advances 
ment of Science, 1515 Massachusetts 
Ave., N. W., Washington 5, $1.00. 

A guide to recreational and collateral reads 

ing in the sciences (including mathematics)’ 

for elementary school students up to and 
including the eighth grade. Titles 
annotated and grouped by Dewey classifi« 
cation. Both author and title indexeg 


included. This complements the same pubs 
THE AAAS SCIENCE BOOK 
for the high-school 


lisher’s 
LIST 


level. 


(1959, $1.) 
016.5 


U. S. Bureau of Census. HISTORICAL 
STATISTICS OF THE UNITED 
STATES; COLONIAL TIMES TO 1957, 
1960, Superintendent of Documents, 
$6.00. 


A welcome new edition of 789 jam-packed — 
pages of valuable and fascinating facts” 
concerning all aspects of United States de- 
velopment. An extremely helpful reference © 
tool for every library, regardless of size. 
The earlier edition was listed in the N. H. 
State Library’s list of recommended Ref-~ 
erence Books. 317.3 : 





READING CERTAINLY IS FUN 


By Dr. Orpway TEAD 


Editor of Social and Economic Books for Harper ¢& Brothers 


Reading is fun; it is an abiding joy. It can minister to any mood; it 
can encourage and hearten; it can inform; it can prompt to new heights; | 
it can be relaxing or it can be purposeful. 

Unless and until reading is experienced as enhancement, it is usually | 


resisted and avoided. To get beyond the initial resistances is the first half | 
of the battle. Oh, taste and see that the book is good—is the primary © 
injunction from the experience of the inveterate reader; in swimming intel- | 
lectually, the plunge has to be made into the printer’s ink and the action 
found exhilarating. Without this there is no enjoyable immersion. 


from THE VAGABOND edited by Thomas Drier | 
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